GEARIES NEWSLETTER

AUTUMN 1

Co-Head Message

As we reach the end of our first half term, it has been wonderful to see
how well the children have settled into their new classes and year
groups. We are particularly proud of our new Nursery and Reception
children, who have made such a positive start to their journey at
Gearies.
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One of the highlights of the half term has been our Year 5 residential
trip to Mersea Island. The children embraced the opportunity to
challenge themselves, taking part in activities such as the high ropes,
zip line and caving. For many, this also meant spending time away
from their families for the very first time. We were incredibly proud of
their courage to try new things, and we know they will have returned
with some wonderful memories and a real sense of achievement.

We have also had a number of fantastic visits taking place. Year 4
enjoyed their trip to London Aquarium, Year 3 explored Kensington
Palace, Year 2 visited Discover and Year 4 made the most of their time
outdoors with a visit to the Woods. These experiences provide such
valuable opportunities for our children to bring their learning to life.

As always, we would like to thank our staff for the care and enthusiasm
they bring to school each day, and our families for their continued
support. We hope everyone enjoys a restful and enjoyable half-term
break, with plenty of time to relax and recharge.

We look forward to welcoming everyone back on Tuesday 3rd
November. Please remember that Monday 2nd November is a non-

pupil INSET day. We wish you all a lovely half term!

Mr. Lea & Mrs Dias

) W\ Py P o

V=0 ERWT 10/ (&% B

NS ANY  NIZZEN




A N

frém:ﬁﬂﬂ

SCHOOL DIARY

IMPORTANT DATES FOR SPRING 1
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Performance Assemblies
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Class

6D at 9:00am in the
Junior Hall

4B at 9.00am inthe |2A at9.10amin the
Junior Hall Infant Hall

6A at 9.00am in the
Junior Hall

3Aat 9.00aminthe |2Bat9.10am in the
Junior Hall Infant Hall
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SCHOOL DIARY

IMPORTANT DATES FOR AUTUMN 2

Autumn 2026

Event Date Timings
WHOLE SCHOOL | Monday 2nd School Closed for
INSET DAY November Pupils
First day of Autumn Tuesday 3rd
Term?2 Usual timings
November
Parent’s Thursday 5th
Consultations November 3.45pm - 5pm
Year 6 Movie Friday 19th TBC
Night November
. Friday 4th
Winter Fayre December TBC
Last Day of Term | Friday 18th .
for children December Usual timings

Please note for the most recent dates, please check the calendar on the
school website. This can be found on the ‘About Us’ section of the drop-down
menus. Please click on the link below to take you straight there:

Calendar | Gearies Primary School
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https://www.geariesprimaryschool.co.uk/calendar/?calid=2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11,1&pid=15&viewid=2

EVENTS

Reception

Our Reception children have settled in brilliantly and are
thoroughly enjoying their first half term!
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They have been busy making new friends, building positive
relationships and developing their confidence through a range
of exciting play-based learning activities.

It has been wonderful to see so many happy faces as the
children explore, discover and learn together!
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It has been a fantastic start to the school year, and we are incredibly proud of
how well our Reception children have settled in. We look forward to seeing their
confidence, friendships and love of learning continue to grow throughout the
year!
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EVENTS

Year 1 - Autumn Leaves
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Year 1 have been getting creative and celebrating the beauty of
autumn! The children used paint-covered hands to create their
own autumn trees, adding real leaves to bring their artwork to
life. It was a wonderful opportunity to explore the colours and

textures of the season while having lots of fun!
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EVENTS

Year 1 - Road Safety

Year 1and Year 2 children enjoyed an engaging road safety
show. The children learned important tips about staying safe
near roads, including how to cross safely, why we need to be
aware of our surroundings, and the importance of listening to

adults. It was a fun and educational experience that helped

reinforce these essential safety messages.

= dlL RS 012 5% s
NCANY  NMIZ2Z28NA) Sy e

%b




EVENTS

Year 1- Seasonal Looms
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Our Year 1 children have been busy getting creative in Design
and Technology, producing some fantastic seasonal looms!
Working together, they used a variety of materials, fabrics and
textures to bring winter, spring and summer to life.
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From snowy winter scenes to colourful spring flowers and sunny
summer beaches, the children demonstrated wonderful
imagination, creativity and teamwork. What a brilliant way to

explore the changing seasons!

The children thoroughly enjoyed bringing their seasonal ideas to
life, developing their creative skills while learning to work
together. We are incredibly proud of their colourful creations

and the effort they put into every detail!
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EVENTS

Year 2 - Discover Centre

Year 2 had a fantastic trip to Discover Children’s Story Centre in Stratford!
We had lots of fun exploring the exciting story-themed rooms and taking
part in interactive activities.
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We listened to stories, used our imaginations and enjoyed discovering new
and interesting things. Everyone was excited to explore and learn together,
and we had a wonderful day making happy memories with our friends and
teachers.
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EVENTS

Year 3 - African Drumming

Year 3 had a fantastic time taking part in an exciting African
drumming workshop led by a special visitor to our school! The
children were full of enthusiasm as they explored different rhythms,
beats and techniques, learning how to play together to create
wonderful music. The room was filled with energy, laughter and the
sound of drums as everyone joined in with great excitement. It was a
brilliant hands-on experience that the children thoroughly enjoyed
and will certainly remember!

The teachers couldn’t resist joining
in with the fun either! It was
wonderful to see both staff and
children embracing the experience
with such enthusiasm, making it a
memorable day filled with laughter
and plenty of energy!
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EVENTS

Year 3 - Kensington Palace

Year 3 enjoyed a fantastic trip to the magnificent Kensington Palace!
The children had a wonderful opportunity to explore one of London's
most famous royal landmarks and discover more about its
fascinating history.

They were full of excitement and curiosity as they explored the
palace, admired its beautiful surroundings and learned about royal
life.

It was a memorable day filled with discovery, enthusiasm and plenty
of smiles!

The trip was a brilliant opportunity to bring history to
life beyond the classroom, creating lasting memories
and inspiring a love of learning about the past!




Year Y - Sea Life

Two Year 4 classes visited the London Sea Life Centre
on the 22" September. The children had a fantastic
time exploring all the different underwater habitats

the world has to offer. A particular hit were the sharks

and the jelly fish. The children also enjoyed seeing

— some of the wonderful sights in London.
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It was a wonderful
day of discovery
and adventure,
giving the children
the opportunity to
experience marine
life up close and
develop a greater
appreciation for
the amazing
creatures that live
beneath our
oceans!
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EVENTS

Year 4 - Woods Trip
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As part of their English studies of The Rhythm of the Rain, Year 4
enjoyed an exciting visit to the woods and a local farm. The
children explored nature, discovered the importance of water
and observed different environments. This wonderful experience
brought the story to life, inspiring their reading, discussions and
writing while developing their appreciation of the natural world.
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A fantastic outdoor
adventure filled with
curiosity, discovery and
learning!
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EVENTS

Year 5 had an amazing time at Mersea Island this year. Building
resilience, co-operation and friendship skills through learning
new activities and working together.

From the high ropes to archery, pupils made a huge effort to go
beyond their comfort zones and challenge themselves in ways
they may have not done before. A thoroughly enjoyable
experience for everyone involved!

We’re already looking forward to next year’s
Mersea Island adventure! We can’t wait for
another fantastic experience filled with exciting
activities, new challenges, laughter and
unforgettable memories!
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EVENTS

Year 6 have had a fantastic start to the year, taking part in a
variety of exciting learning experiences! In Maths, the children
challenged themselves with investigations that encouraged
problem-solving, logical thinking and teamwork.

In Geography, they explored the fascinating world of rivers,
learning about their features and importance.

One of the biggest highlights was watching caterpillars
transform into beautiful butterflies, giving the children a
wonderful opportunity to witness the amazing life cycle of these
creatures first-hand!
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EVENTS

Sporting Event - Autumn Run at Fairlop Waters

On Wednesday 7th October, Mr Cross and 24 children from
Years 3—6 attended the annual London Youth Games Autumn
Run at Fairlop Waters.
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Despite the challenging weather conditions, the children
showed fantastic determination and enthusiasm as they
tackled a one-mile race around the lake. With over 150 children
competing in each of the four races, it was another brilliant
turnout, bringing together young athletes from across the

borough.

Our Gearies athletes did themselves proud, rising to the challenge
and thoroughly enjoying the experience. Valentina from Year 5 and
Ehsaan from Year 6 were our highest-placed runners on the day.

Our Year 3 and 4 runners also gained valuable experience, which will
serve them well in future competitions.
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Well done to everyone who took part and represented Gearies with
such pride and determination!
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EVENTS

Sporting Event - A Visit from Leyton Orient Football Club

As part of our celebrations for Black History Month, we were delighted to
welcome Leyton Orient FC to Gearies for a very special visit. The whole of
Key Stage 2 learnt about the inspirational Laurie Cunningham, whose
achievements and determination helped pave the way for future
generations of footballers.

The visit also gave our children the opportunity to hear from two of Leyton
Orient’s young players, who shared what motivates them, who inspires
them and what drives them to keep improving.

It was a fantastic opportunity to celebrate inspirational role models,
explore the importance of perseverance and ambition, and encourage all
of our budding footballers to believe in themselves and their potential.

BLACK ﬁ
HISTORY
MONTH s
RUS Stars

. In November 2017, a statue by Graham

genius Ibbeson was unveiled in Coronation Gardens,
Leyton, paying tribute to Laurie & his time at
Leyton Oriegt_
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We were thrilled to
welcome

Lisa Thompson
to our podcast!

Some of you may have
heard of her — she is the
author of The Goldfish Boy,
The Light Jar and many
other fantastic books! /
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AUTHOR STAFF
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VOICES OF OUR SCHOOL
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FEATURES AND CELEBRATIONS FURLL
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¥ VOICES OF OUR SCHOOL 3

| 3 PODCAST on our school

website under
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According to the latest stats, people aged between 8 and 17 spend four hours on digital
devices during ge day. Obviously, a new year is ideal for fresh starts and renewed
efforts — so lots of families are trying to cut down their combined screen time right now,
creating more moments to connect with each other and relying less on gadgets to have
fun. Our top tips on reducing screen time are for everyone, so you can get your whole
family involved in turning over a new leaf this year!

heir children, should they fesl
hints and tips for adults.

" GET OUT AND ABOUT

If the weather’s decent, 72
spend some time In the i G
garden or go for a walk.

Even a stroll to the local shop
would do: the main thing rs'gretting
some fresh air and a break

your screen.

TRY A TIMED TRIAL o

When you're taking a screen  a)
break to do a different activity ‘
or a chore, turn it into a game

by setting yourself a timer. Can you
complete your task before the alarm
goes off?
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GO DIGITAL DETOX

Challenge yourself und vour
family to take time off

screens, finding other !hln S

to do. You could start off with half a
day, then build up to a full day or
even an entire weekend.

.
LEAD BY EXAMPLE ‘

Let your family see you
successfully managing your own
screen time. You'll ba showing them
the way, and it might stop some of
those grumbles when you do want
to go online.

AGREE TECH-FREE
ZONES

Nominate some spots at home q
where devices aren't allowed.
Anywhere your family gathers

jether, like at the table or in the
living room, could become a ‘no
phone zone'.

HOLD A SCREEN
TIME AMNESTY

As a family, agree specific
windows when it's OK to use
devices. This should help
everyone to balance time on
phones or gaming with enjoying
quality moments together.

Meet Our Expert

Y @natonlinesafety

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered inte. Cu
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BE MINDFUL OF TIME

Stay aware of how long you've
been on your device for.
Cunuolllng how much time you

nd in potentially stressful areas
of the internet - like social media
platforms - can also boost your
wellbeing.
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‘PARK PHONES
= OVERNIGHT

Set up an overnight charging
station for everyone's devices

- preferably away from bedrooms.
That means less temptation for
late-night scrolling.

A
SWITCH ONDND (1)

Research shows that
micro-distractions like message
alerts and push notifications can
chip away at our concentration
levels. Put devices on ‘do not
disturb’ until you're less busy.

TAKE A FAMILY
TECH BREAK

Set aside certain times when
the whole family puts their
gadgets away and enjoys an
activity together: playing a
board game, going for a walk
or just having a chat.

RGeS
SOCIALISE WITHOUT
SCREENS

@nationalonlinesafety
of the date of relea:

When you're with friends, try not to
automatically involve phones, TVs
or other tech. Having company can
be loads more fun if your attention
isn't being split.

WIND DOWN

PROPERLY L)
Try staying off phones, consoles,
tablets and so on just before you go
to sleep. Reading or just getting
comfy in bed for a while can give
you a much more restful night.

National

Online

Safety
H#WakeUpWednesday

¢J* @national_online_safety
13.01.2024

Online Content Conversation Starters for Parents | Free Guide
If you are finding the poster above difficult to view properly, please click
on the above link to find it online.

2 W\ W\ =

O Y MZ2ARRANSM 5

L


https://nationalcollege.com/guides/online-content-conversation-starters
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