GEARIES NEWSLETTER

SPRING 2

Co-Head Message

As we reach the end of the shortest of our terms this
year, the Spring Term, we have still managed to fit quite
a lot in. We are welcoming the lighter days and hoping
that the warmer weather stays with us.

All year groups are preparing to consolidate what they
have learnt across this academic year in particular
Year 6 have been busy preparing for their end of Key
Stage 2 SATS in May, Year 1 are working towards
mastering phonics and Year 4 are practicing their
multiplication tables.

Although this has been a relatively short term, it has
been rich in meaningful and memorable experiences
for our pupils. Our girls” and boys’ football teams have

represented the school with great pride, performing

exceptionally well in their respective tournaments.

Meanwhile, Year 1 and Year 2 enjoyed a highly
engaging and eventful Science Day, sparking curiosity
and enthusiasm for learning. Reception have also
lbegun their visits to Claybury Woods, embracing the
opportunity to explore and learn in the natural
environment—just a few highlights of what has been a
busy and rewarding term.

May we take this opportunity to wish you a wonderful
Easter holiday and we look forward to you rested and
ready for the Summer Term on Monday 13th April 2026.

Mr Lea and Mrs Dias



SCHOOL DIARY

IMPORTANT DATES FOR SUMMER TERM

Performance Assemblies

Class

5B at 9:00am in
the Junior Hall

2D at 9:10am in
the Infant Hall

3A at 9:00am in
the Junior Hall

5D at 9:00am in
the Junior Hall

2B at 9:10am in
the Infant Hall

4D at 9:00am in
the Junior Hall




SCHOOL DIARY

IMPORTANT DATES FOR SUMMER TERM

Summer Term
2026

Event

Date

Timings

First day of Summer
Term1

Monday 13th April

Usual timings

Swimming begins

for classes 4B & 4C Tuesday 14th April Every Tuesday AM
Spring Disco . .
Friday 24th April TBC
Thursday 30th April
Class Photograph y P All morning
Day
o . TBC
Year 3 Movie Night Thursday 30h April
- TBC
Year 2 Movie Night Thursday 7th May
Key Stage 2 SATS Monday 11th May - [ Published in a
Week Thursday 14th May [ separate PING
SPORTS WEEK Week beginning 15th

June

Reception Sports
Day

Friday 19th June

Details TBC

Year 1 Movie Night

Thursday 25th June

TBC




SCHOOL DIARY

IMPORTANT DATES FOR SUMMER TERM

Summer Term
2026

Event

Date

Timings

Year 5/6 Open
Classrooms

Tuesday 30th June

8:40am - 9:10am

Year R/2 Open

Wednesday 1st July

8:40am - 9:10am

Classrooms
Year 1/3/4 Open Wednesday 2nd 8:40am - 9:10am
Classrooms July

. TBC
Summer Fayre Friday 3rd July
Move up Morning
(with parents) Monday 6th July TBC

Last day of term for
children

Friday 17th July

Usual timings

WHOLE SCHOOL
INSET DAY

Monday 20th July

Please note for the most recent dates, including specific year group
educational visits, please check the calendar on the school website. This can
be found on the ‘About Us’' section of the drop-down menus. Please click on
the link below to take you straight there:

Calendar | Gearies Primary School



https://www.geariesprimaryschool.co.uk/calendar/?calid=2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11,1&pid=15&viewid=2

EVENTS

Nursery

This half term, Nursery children enjoyed exploring a range of exciting
celebrations from around the world through play and hands-on
activities. They learned about Chinese New Year, during Ramadan the
children talked about being kind and helping others. For World Book Day,
they dressed up as their favourite characters and shared stories
together.

They also explored Holi by creating bright, colourful artwork and enjoying
sensory activities. To finish, the children learned about Eid, sharing in the
joy of celebration through stories.



EVENTS

Reception

Reception children thoroughly enjoyed their visit to Claybury Woods,
where they explored the natural world around them. They made
observations and drew pictures of the animals and plants they
encountered, using their senses to describe what they could see, hear
and feel. The children also had great fun jumping in muddy puddles
and climbing on logs, making the most of their outdoor adventure.



EVENTS

Year 1

Year 1 had a fantastic time during Science Day, taking part in a range of
exciting experiments. All classes had the opportunity to explore each
activity, allowing every child to experience hands-on learning and
discovery.



EVENTS

Year 1

The children showed great enthusiasm throughout the day, asking
thoughtful questions and sharing their ideas with confidence. The children
were able to talk about what they noticed and explain their thinking using
simple scientific language. It was wonderful to see their curiosity spark as
they explored, investigated and learned through practical experiences.

Year 1 had a wonderful time celebrating World Book Day. The children
came dressed as their favourite characters, shared their favourite books
with classmates, and took part in a range of fun, book-themed activities. It
was fantastic to see their enthusiasm for reading, as they listened
carefully to stories and expressed their ideas with excitement.



EVENTS

Year 2

In DT this term, Year 2 enjoyed making their own animal puppets using
simple sewing techniques. The children carefully designed their
puppets, selected suitable materials, and practised joining fabric. They
showed great focus and creativity throughout the process, and were
very proud of their finished puppets.



EVENTS

Year 3

Year 3 have been thoroughly enjoying their gymnastics unit this term,
where they have been developing key skills such as balancing, rolling
and jumping. The children have explored different ways to control their
bodies, practising a range of movements with increasing confidence
and precision. They have worked both individually and with partners,
creating simple sequences that combine these skills.

Throughout the unit, the children have shown great determination and
focus, challenging themselves to improve their technique and try new
movements. It has been wonderful to see their confidence grow as they
perform in front of others and refine their routines.



EVENTS

Year Y

Year 4 had a fantastic time developing their resilience and climbing
skills at City Bouldering in Stratford. It was great to see so many of them
get braver with every single step, they were so proud of themselves.

Year 4 had a fantastic time celebrating World Book Day, coming to school
dressed as a wide range of creative and imaginative characters. The
children enjoyed sharing their favourite books, discussing different stories,
and taking part in engaging reading activities throughout the day.



EVENTS

Year 5

Year 5 had an exciting and enriching visit to the British Museum, where
they explored a range of fascinating historical artefacts. The children
were particularly engaged as they made links to their current learning
in class. They asked thoughtful questions, shared their ideas, and
represented the school brilliantly throughout the trip.

The visit gave children the opportunity to learn beyond the classroom,
experiencing history first-hand in a meaningful way. They demonstrated
excellent behaviour throughout and made the most of this valuable
learning experience.



EVENTS

Year 5

The children were particularly interested in comparing different
civilisations, noticing similarities and differences in how people lived,
worked, and expressed themselves. Many children were eager to share
facts they already knew, while also building on this knowledge through new
discoveries.

Throughout the visit, the children demonstrated excellent behaviour and
represented the school to a very high standard. They listened carefully,
followed instructions responsibly, and showed respect for the museum

environment. Overall, it was a thoroughly enjoyable and educational
experience.



EVENTS

Year 6

Year 6 enjoyed a rewarding outdoor learning experience during their
visit to the woods, where they explored the natural environment and
took part in a range of practical activities.

The children demonstrated excellent teamwork and curiosity as they
observed plants and wildlife, discussed their surroundings, and applied
their learning in a real-life context.

They showed great independence and maturity throughout the trip,
making it both an enjoyable and valuable experience.

Many children spoke enthusiastically about their experience, sharing what
they had learned and enjoyed most. One child said, “I liked exploring the
woods because it felt like a real adventure,” while another shared, “l didn’t
know there were so many different plants—we even spotted things I've
never seen before” Others commented on the teamwork involved, with
one pupil explaining, “We worked together to solve problems and help
each other, which made it really fun.”



EVENTS

Sporting Events

On Thursday 5th March, Mr Nobeebaccus and Mr Mason took a group of
Year 5/6 boys to Frenford for the second round of the 7-a-side football
league. This time, Gearies played against Farnham Green, as well as
Uphall and Aldersbrook once again.

Across four games, the team delivered an outstanding performance,
winning all four matches and moving to the top of the league after the
second round. This was a fantastic achievement, showcasing excellent

teamwork and determination throughout.

We look forward to the final round of games in April.
Keep it up and well done!



EVENTS

Sporting Events

Girls Football Champions Cup

On Friday 6th March, the Year 5 and 6 girls’ football team attended the
Champions Cup at Frenford FC. Supporting the girls on the day was
Maria Mayers, an ex-pupil of Aldersbrook Primary, who now plays for

West Hom and has recently been selected to represent England at U15

level for the Young Lionesses.

This competition followed on from their successful start earlier in the
year in the Girls’ Football League. The team competed against schools
from across Redbridge, finishing 3rd in their group and progressing to

the semi-finals, where they secured a fantastic 2-1 win against
Downshall.

They then advanced to the final against a strong Ray Lodge team.
Gearies held their own and were unlucky not to win in normal time. The
match went to extra time and then penalties, where the girls narrowly
missed out by just one goal.

Finishing as runners-up is a brilliant achievement, especially in their first
year of playing. Well done girls, and good luck for next year!



EVENTS

Sporting Events

Local School Sports Network — Basketball Competition

On Tuesday 17th March, Gearies Primary School hosted a Year 5 and 6
basketball competition as part of the Local School Sports Network. This
is a year-long competition, featuring half-termly events across a
variety of sports for all age groups.

The Gearies basketball team played exceptionally well throughout the
event, remaining unbeaten across all their matches. In their final game,
they faced an equally strong Uphall team, who were also unbeaten at
that stage. The match ended in a 6—-6 draw, meaning the overall result
was decided on points difference, with Uphall finishing as champions.

All of the children performed brilliantly, and it was fantastic to see the

progress they made throughout the competition. The experience will

also serve as excellent preparation for upcoming borough basketball
events.



NEWS

Exciting Playground Update: Bouldering Wall Installed
We are delighted to share that the next stage of our playground
improvement was completed over the February half term with the
installation of our new bouldering wall. It has already proven to be
incredibly popular across the school! For our Year 4 pupils—and those in

Year 5 who experienced bouldering last year—it provides a fantastic

opportunity to continue developing the skills they first discovered

during their visit to Stratford. Even more wonderfully, children from
Reception through to Year 6 have been thoroughly enjoying using the

wall during break and lunchtime, making it a real highlight of our

playtimes.

Voices of Our School Podcast
We are pleased to remind families about our Voices of Our School
podcast, which continues to showcase the wonderful experiences,
achievements and voices across our school community. New episodes
are uploaded every Friday, giving children and families something to
look forward to each week. We encourage everyone to take some time
to listen and enjoy hearing about life at Gearies from our pupils and
staff.

Spring Disco
We are excited to announce our upcoming Spring Disco, taking place
on Friday 24th April. The first disco will be for Years 1, 2 and 3 and will run
from 3:45pm to 4:45pm. The second disco will be for Years 4,5 and 6
and will take place from 5:00pm to 6:00pm. We look forward to seeing
the children enjoy a fun-filled evening!

Easter Holiday Reminder
A reminder that the Easter holidays have now begun. We would like to
wish all of our children and families a restful and enjoyable break. We
look forward to welcoming everyone back refreshed and ready for the
new term.



Voices of our School Podcast



Online Safety - A generative Al guide

Free Online Safety Guide | Discord



https://nationalcollege.com/guides/discord-2022
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